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Elections Crisis in Burundi and Regional Impact 

 
General developments 

The Government of Burundi announced on 11 July that it was 

postponing the Presidential elections from 15 July to 21 July, 

short of the call from the leaders of the East African 

Community (EAC) to delay the elections till 30 July.   

 

Tensions in the country continued to rise and on 10 July heavy 

fighting erupted between Burundi National Forces (BNF) and 

an unknown armed group in Kayanza province in the north near 

the border with Rwanda. Fighting continued throughout the 

weekend and Burundi Red Cross Society (BRCS) has 

confirmed population displacement. Calm has returned and the 

population that fled is going back home. No humanitarian needs 

have been reported.   

 

The United Nations Security Council met on 9th July to 

consider the Secretary General’s report on the United Nations 

Observation Mission in Burundi (MENUB), which warned that Burundi is once again at risk of sliding 

into violence. “Burundi is on the brink again and the grave danger the country faces should not be 

underestimated, given the increasing polarization and the apparent choice of Burundian leaders to put 

personal interest before those of the country,” declared UN Assistant Secretary-General for Political 

Affairs Taye-Brook Zerihoun. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, 

reiterated that an escalating pattern of politically motivated violence, coupled with this country's history 

of recurring bloodshed and atrocities, should alert us to the potential for serious crisis.  

MENUB assessed that the June 29 legislative and communal electoral process took place against the 

background of a political crisis, and in a climate of widespread fear and intimidation in parts of the 

country. In view of its findings, MENUB concluded that the environment was not conducive for free, 

credible and inclusive elections. The African Union, the EAC, and the International Conference on Great 

Lakes Region expressed similar concerns. 

The UN Office for the High Commission for Human Rights (OHCHR) issued a statement on 10 July 

highlighting the seriousness of the electoral crisis in Burundi warning about the impact of the ‘extreme 

tense situation’. OHCHR said the parliamentary elections were boycotted by opposition parties, with 

outbreaks of violence, including small arms and grenade attacks while more than 165,484 people have 

fled Burundi to neighboring countries.  

Humanitarian 

According to OHCHR, over the past two months, the UNHCR office in Burundi has documented over 

300 cases of arbitrary arrest and detention of demonstrators, human rights defenders, political opponents 

and journalists. Numerous cases of torture and other forms of ill-treatment in detention were also 

reported. A severe crackdown on independent media has led to the closure of most private media and 

radio stations. Large numbers of journalists and human rights defenders have fled Burundi for fear of 

reprisals. Peaceful protests have been met with unwarranted use of force, including lethal force, in 

violation of Burundi's obligation under national and international law to guarantee the right to freedom of 

http://www.eac.int/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1913:communique-3rd-emergency-summit-of-heads-of-state-of-the-east-african-community-on-the-situation-in-burundi&catid=146:press-releases&Itemid=194
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51372#.VaN3ffn14So
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51377#.VaOVdvn14Sp
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51377#.VaN3afn14So


 

 

assembly. OHCHR’s field office has also documented dozens of killings, most of them shootings of 

demonstrators and human rights defenders by members of the Imbonerakure militia and security forces. 

The High Commissioner for Human Rights has urged the authorities to disarm this militia without delay. 

 

Source: Burundi ACLED data on incidents of violence (26 April-26 June) 

The Burundian Red Cross says that people displaced following fighting in Kayanza Province on 10 July, 

the majority being women and children, are returning to their homes. The humanitarian community 

continues to follow the situation closely in the run up to the 21 July Presidential elections.  

WFP is providing emergency food assistance to 20,000 households that have been affected by the 

ongoing crisis in Bujumbura, Kirundo and Makamba Provinces. WFP has already launched an immediate 

response emergency operation (IR-EMOP) to provide food assistance to 25,000 displaced persons and 

vulnerable people for a period of three months in Bujumbura capital city, Bujumbura rural, Makamba, 

Cibitoke and Kirundo Provinces. A nutrition screening exercise carried out in Kirundo showed Global 

Acute Malnutrition Rate of 6 per cent and a Severe Acute Malnutrition Rate of 1.5 per cent. WFP is 

supporting treatment programmes for moderately malnourished children, pregnant and lactating women. 

To further strengthen the response, WFP will initiate targeted blanket supplementary feeding for children 

aged 6-23 months, pregnant and breast-feeding women. 

In other developments: 

On 8 July the OHCHR urged the reopening of radio stations to curb rumors. Since the failed coup at least 

five main private radio stations have been destroyed. The head of the Office of the UN High Commission 

for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Burundi, Patrice Vahard, said he met with the Ombudsman, Mohamed 

Rukara, and discussed the impunity issue and the propagation of rumors caused by the lack of radio 

stations. Vahard also indicated that they discussed press freedom and the current situation of human rights 

in Burundi.   

 

 

 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/wfp-burundi-crisis-regional-impact-situation-report-08-13-july-2015?utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=Global+Crisis+Management+Community
http://www.ungreatlakes.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=6972&ctl=Details&mid=10863&ItemID=36064&language=en-US


 

 

Regional impact 

The UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, has launched a web portal http://data.unhcr.org/burundi providing 

daily updated statistics on the Burundi emergency. To date a total of 165,484 Burundians have sought 

refuge in neighboring countries since April this year – breakdown as follows:  

 

        Source: UNHCR 

 

 

Background 
 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in 

office for two terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third term 

was unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement 

for Burundi that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s 

Constitutional Court determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – although the 

Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched 

on 13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an East African Community Summit in Dar 

es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in Burundi. The coup was rapidly 

thwarted, and President Nkurunziza returned to the country. 
 

* * * 

 
The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To 

receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 

 

http://data.unhcr.org/burundi
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
mailto:conwaym@un.org
http://bit.ly/1lunDLk

